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NUNN, Harry 
 

Private, 1484 
5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday, 21st August 1915 
Died of wounds  
Memorial: Helles, Turkey 
Theatre of War: Balkans 
Aged 19 years 
 
Harry Nunn was born 25th November 1896 at Rookford Hall, Haverhill the son of silk 
weaver, George Nunn and Eliza, nee Poole.  Harry’s parents were the first 
generation to live in Haverhill as all of their ancestors came from nearby Sturmer. He 
was baptised at St Mary’s Church on 11th July 1897.  In 1911 Harry was one of the 
seven children of George and Eliza who had made the family home at 92 Burton 
End, having previously lived in Union Square and Clements Lane. Like his father 
Harry had found employment as a silk weaver. 
 
Harry attested in Haverhill joining the 5th Battalion Suffolk Regiment and his service 
number suggests this may have been early in 1912. 

 
The Regiment embarked from Liverpool 
on 30th July 1915 bound for the Gallipoli 
Peninsula in Turkey aboard HMT 
‘Aquitania’ and arrived in Mudros on 6th 
August 1915.   
 
Left: HM ‘Aquitania;  
Below: HMS Fauvette 
 

 
On 9th August they sailed aboard a small 
vessel ‘Fauvette’ which steamed into Suvla 
Bay on 10th August. After disembarking the 
lighters at A Beach, the battalion marched to 
a point about 2 miles inland. They spent the 
night digging trenches and they prepared for 
a 4pm advance. 
 
The ensuing battles were some of the worst on record with many casualties, 
woundings and deaths as they met vast enemy numbers. On 12th August they came 
under the most destructive fire from artillery, machine guns and infantry and for the 
next three days they were subjected to sniping and artillery fire. There was a 
shortage of water and little shelter from the heat of the summer sun. There were also 
swarms of flies which made it impossible to sleep. 
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On 17th August they relieved and went into the reserve trenches. In the period up to 
this date there had been 186 killed or wounded and 3 missing in addition 156 other 
ranks who were sick, mainly suffering from dysentery because of the lack of water 
and the extreme heat. 
 
The Commonwealth War Grave Commission and other official records state that 
Harry died from wounds on 21st August 1915. Another 63 men are listed as 
casualties on this date, including Harry Orwell also in the 1/5th Suffolks and from 
Haverhill who was killed in action.  
 
Just when Harry Nunn was wounded is not known but according to Lt Col. Murphy's 
"History of the Suffolk Regiment", the Battalion was in local reserve trenches from 
18th to 27th August, working hard although constantly harassed by snipers and 
shrapnel. As they were in reserve on the 21st August it seems unlikely that there 
were so many deaths on this date. Records indicate that no roll call had been taken 
for some days and it is believed that many of these deaths occurred during the fierce 
action that took place on the 12th August when the advance was made with the 1/5th 
and 1/4th Norfolk Regiment and the 1/8th Hampshires.  
 
A book titled ‘The History of the 1/5th Suffolk Regiment’ compiled by Capt. A Fair MC 
and Capt. E D Wolten lists the names of the casualties killed on 12th August. It 
indicates that Harry died from wounds on 12th August. Harry Orbell’s name also 
appears on the casualty list for this date. Having arrived only two days previously on 
the 10th August life expectancy was indeed terrifyingly short. 
 
Harry Nunn is commemorated on the Helles Memorial along with other servicemen 
from Haverhill who were killed in that campaign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial in 1920 there was a wreath laid in 
memory of Harry with the message: 
 

In loving memory of our dear son and brother, Pte H Nunn  
From his loving Mother, Dad, Sisters and Brothers 
 

 
Harry was awarded the Victory, British and 15 Star Medals. 
 

 


